Doctors' beliefs about diabetes: a comparison of hospital and community doctors.
A sample of general practitioners responded to a questionnaire measuring beliefs about diabetes and its management. The results are compared with those of a previous study concerning hospital doctors. GPs had a bleaker outlook on diabetes, perceiving the disease to carry more risks and having less confidence that achieving goals of treatment would reduce these risks. In accord with these beliefs their approach to treatment was far more lax than that of hospital-based doctors. The implications of these results for shared patient care, and interventions to maximize patient-health outcomes are discussed.